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Istrian Oil Exports

Distribution of Istrian amphorae according to MARION, TASSAUX  2020, p. 33.

Amphorae workshops at Fažana and Loron

“Italy leads the world in this gift of nature, 
especially in the region of Venafrum… The 
remaining contest is between the soil of Istria 
and that of Baetica, ending in a draw.”

(Plin. N. H. 15, 8)

“Corduba, more fruitful than the oil-rich 
Venafrum, yet as perfect as the oil in an 
amphora from Istria.”

(Mart. Epigr., 12, 63, 1-3)



Fažana 
workshop (Dressel 
6B amphorae)

• ca. 40 BC to AD 78: 
Property of the gens 
Laecanius 

• AD 78 – 138: Property and 
workshop integrated into 
res private by Vespasian

• Late 2nd to early 3rd AD: M. 
Aurelius Iustus produced 
amphorae 



Barbariga Oil Mill



Initial Exploration of the Barbariga Oil Mill: Štefan Mlakar, 1953



Matijašić, R. (1982). ‘Roman Rural 

Architecture in the Territory of Colonia Iulia 

Pola’, American Journal of Archaeology 

86/1: 53-64.



Barbariga: Central CisternWelc, F., Han, A. Markowicz, K., 
Bulić, D., Matijašić, R., Rice, C.M., Konestra, A., McLean, A. 
“Water shortage resilience in a preindustrial East Adriatic 
context: an attempt to evaluate the efficiency of the large 
Roman cistern at Barbariga Stancija (Casematte, Istria, 
Croatia),” Journal of Quaternary Science. 

Barbariga: Central Cistern



Barbariga: Maritime Villa







Initial Non-Invasive Survey at Barbariga
Prof. Fabian Welc, Cardinal Stefan Wyszynski University, Warsaw

• GPR profiling.

• Select magnetometry profiling

• Photogrammetric documentation of the site 
by drone.

• Creation of a DEM model of the site based 
on the photogrammetry.

• Geodetic measurements with RTK/GPS 
station.



Magnetometry and Combined Results



Interpretation



Water (?) Channel

Josip Broz Tito visiting the 

Barbariga Oil Mill in 1950s



Water (?) Channel



Vertical Oil Mills (molae oleariae?)



Vertical Oil Mills (molae oleariae?)

7 preserved / partially preserved; 2 probable 
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Sonda 4



Sonda 4: Oil Collection Room, Phase I
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Sonda 4: Oil Collection Room, Phase II



Sonda 4: Oil Collection Room, Late Roman – Early Medieval Phases



Sonda 4: Dolia





Sonda 6: Kiln!
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